


Find someone in the room who you do not know. Introduce yourself to that 
person, and spend five to ten minutes talking about respect. 

 What does it mean for you to show respect

 What does it mean for you to be shown respect? 

 Does everybody really want to be treated the way you want to be 
treated? 

 Is it respectful in every culture to make eye contact with whomever is 
speaking? 

 What if somebody's ideas are oppressive--should we still respect them? 
And to whose benefit? 

 It is important to mention that respect is a crucial ingredient in any 
discussion, but especially in a discussion of often-controversial issues 
such as racism, sexism, and economic injustice. 

The point is to learn from our differences--to understand each other's 
understanding. The point is not to agree.

From: http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/activities/activity1.html
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 Please complete the 

following Classroom 

Level Assessment 

individually

 Indicate a great, 
somewhat, very little, 

or none at all for 

each question



Strengths Weaknesses



To affect social change:
› Transformation of self

› Transformation of schools and schooling

› Transformation of society

“The ideology of Multicultural Education is one of 
social change-not simply an integration into 

society of people who have been left out but a 
change in the very fabric of that society” 

(Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.164).



Gollnick (1980) described Multicultural Educations five 
goals:

1. Promoting the strength and value of cultural 
diversity

2. Promoting human rights and respect for those who 
are different from oneself

3. Promoting alternative life choices for people

4. Promoting social justice and equal opportunity for 
all people

5. Promoting equity in the distribution of power 
among groups

(Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.162)



There are two components of the ideology of 
Multicultural Education:

Societal Goals: Cultural Pluralism

Cultural Pluralism “involves balancing diverse cultures and 
identities within one nation, encouraging  a “both-and” stance 
toward difference and unity” (Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.165).

School Goals: Equal Opportunity

Equal opportunity provides that “classrooms accommodate 
a wide enough spectrum of human diversity so that students 
do not find themselves disabled by factors such as teaching 
processes that ignore what they know, use of a language 
they do not understand, or adoption of teaching strategies 
that do not work well for them” (Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.167).





 Honor diverse cultural, linguistic, and historic 
traditions

 Do not promote mainstream life as superior

 Prepare students for the real world by 
teaching them how to interact with others

“Young people need to be prepared to 
work constructively with, communicate 
with, and respect diverse people of the 
world” (Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.167). 





 Enable all students to strive for a fulfilling 

future

 Help students develop self-respect 

 Build on home culture and language

 Affirmatively redress the effects of past 

discrimination

 Offer higher education to a diversity of 

young people



“Equal opportunity does not always mean 

same treatment” (Sleeter & Grant, 2009, 

p.168).

Because students backgrounds and 

experiences are different, so should their 

education.  Children should not receive 

identical opportunities, they should have 

an equal opportunity to learn.  



In 1973 William Newman developed four theories to explain cultural pluralism.  

Assimilation

 Much of schooling has been based on this theory in which minority groups 

change their values and life styles overtime to match the majority group.

 “Business as usual” teaches that the majority cultural can and will prevail.

This is a problem!  

 In these classrooms, teachers teach that their home and culture is inferior.  

This alienates children  and causes them to reject school.

Amalgamation

 This theory is called “cultural hybridization”

 It tells how “languages borrow words from other languages as people come 

into contact with each other” (Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.170).  

 However, it explains very little about how groups actually interact.  

This is a problem!

 Often the dominant group claims the cultural creations of minority groups.



Classical Cultural Pluralism

 This theory claims that “cultural groups have distinct boundaries and 
such deep differences that contact brings conflict rather than 
exchange…

 “It fails to account for the development of a shared American culture, 
for the cultural changes that groups experience over time, and for the 
varied experiences of different cultural groups” (Sleeter & Grant, 2009, 
p.171). 

Modified Cultural Pluralism

 This theory claims that different ethnic, religious, and racial groups will 
assimilate with the dominant group to some extent

 Some groups will assimilate more than others

 Many groups will “retain unique cultural characteristics” (Sleeter & 
Grant, 2009, p.171).  

 This theory supports Multicultural Education and advocates believe that 
schools should represent cultural pluralism as it actually exists in 
America, at the least.



“Theories of cultural pluralism hold that 

some cultural diversity will continue to 

exist in a nation the size of the United 

States, despise attempts by the 

dominant group to assimilate people…it 

makes sense that schools embrace this 

diversity rather than pretend that it is not 

there or that it is harmful to the country” 

(Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.172).  



 Cultural transmission takes place at school, home, 
religious institutions, and communities.

 Multicultural Education “encourages awareness and 
knowledge about diverse alternatives”

 The society that we live in is not fair, and children should 
learn about the inequities in this world.

 Children learn through a variety of messages and joint 
activity

 It is suggested that classrooms are organized by the 
teacher and student in constant communication with 
one another.

 Teachers need to find out about their students’ cultures, 
especially if they different from the teacher.



“Cultural transmission, social learning, 

and modeling theories are strongly 

molded and shaped by their 

enviornments and how the values, 

beliefs, and behavioral patterns that 

young people develop result from the 

constant press of their social 

environment”

(Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.173).



Turn and talk with your neighbor about the following 
questions:

 How do you transmit culture?

 How do you provide equal opportunities for your 
student?

 Do you teach a dominant viewpoint?
 How is language used in your classroom?

 Do students feel comfortable learning?

 Are the cultures of all students represented in your 
curriculum?

 How is knowledge learned?  Do you primarily do the 
teaching or do students have opportunities to learn 
from one another?



Drink lots of water!

Do lots of stretching!

Meet new people!

- 20 min. Bathroom Break –

- 20 min. Bathroom Break -



“This approach is not just for single groups of students.  It is for everybody, and it seeks not only to 
integrate people into our existing society but to also improve society for all” (Sleeter & Grant, 
2009, p.174-5).  

Curriculum

 Diverse perspectives, experiences, and contributions should be 
reworked into the curriculum

 A teacher must learn about various groups, especially those groups 
of her students

How do I do this while abiding to the content standards?

 Include diverse, quality literature in the classroom for student 
reading

 Make sure teaching draws on students experiences and 
background

 Diversity should permeate through the curriculum, rather than just 
teaching “heroes and holidays”

Share: Five ways you promote multicultural learning in your classroom



 High expectations
 Build on strengths of students

 There should be joint activities between teachers and 
students

 Cooperative learning groups

 Link student language with “discipline-specific 
academic language, both orally and written, so that 
students develop academic linguistic fluency” 
(Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.179).  

 “The teacher coaches, prompts, and models thinking 
and problem solving as needed, and students do 
much of the talking” (Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.180).  



 Now you need to teach students or 

correct students on what they have 

learned elsewhere

 Take a few minutes to review some of 

the sample lesson plans in your packet, 

which ones could work in your 

classroom?





 Use performance assessments over testing

 Recommended performance assessments:

› Portfolios

› Classroom observation

› Projects

› Performance exams

› Essays

Note: Students should be assessed in their native 

language if different from English when 

necessary.



 Link parents with school in the following 
ways:
› Parenting

› Communicating

› Volunteering

› Learning at home

› Decision making

› Collaborating with the community

These areas are proven “to have a positive impact 
on students’ attendance, behavior, and learning 
in school” (Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.182).



 Advocates for Multicultural Education 

are also concerned with classroom 

practices, including staffing, tracking, 

and extracurricular activities.

 Hiring of diverse teachers

 Athletic opportunities

 School lunch



 Critics say that it is “unrealistic to think that mainstream 
culture will become pluralistic and the best thing schools 
can do is try to eqip those who are poor, minority, and 
disabled with the skills and knowledge they will need to 
get a job and compete for the upward mobility in the 
existing society” (Sleeter & Grant, 2009, p.188).

 Teachers are often unequipped to individualize instruction 

 May give students a broad of a knowledge base

 Studying multiple forms of diversity may be a waste of time 
and actually weaken the study of diversity

 Implementing this approach requires reeducating 
educators

 Too much attention on cultural issues and not enough on 
social structural inequalities



1. What do you think are the strengths and 
weaknesses of this approach?

2. Do you believe that celebrating and 
supporting diversity is important in your 
classroom?

3. What is important for teachers to know 
about their students?  How does it inform 
their teaching?

4. What are some difficulties in implementing 
Multicultural Education?

5. What will you include in your classroom 
next year?



Objective: To increase awareness and encourage self-development while   engaging participants in 
activities that call for introspection and self-reflection. 

Instruction:

Take ten to fifteen minutes to write a poem called "Who I Am." The only rule is that each line 
should begin with the words "I am..." that You can include statements about where they're from 
regionally, ethnically, religiously, and so on; memories from different points in their lives; interests 
and hobbies; mottos or credos; favorite phrases; family traditions and customs; and whatever 
else defines who they are. 

You will be sharing your poems at the end of the fifteen minutes with a small group of 8-10 
teachers.

Sample:

I am basketball on a snowy driveway.
I am fishsticks, crinkle-cut frozen french fries and frozen mixed vegatables.
I am primarily white, upper-middle class neighborhoods and raciall diverse schools.
I am Donkey Kong, Ms. Pac Man, Atari 2600 and sports video games.
I am football on Thanksgiving and New Year's Day.
I am "unity in diversity" and "speaking from your own experience."
I am triple-Wahoos, earning three degrees from the University of Virginia.
I am diversity, multicultural education, identity, introspection, self-reflection, and social action.
I am Daffy Duck, Mr. Magoo, Hong Kong Phooey, Foghorn Leghorn, and other cartoons.
I am Tae Kwon Do, basketball, the batting cages, a soccer family, and the gym.
I am a wonderful family, close and loving and incredibly supportive.
I am films based on true stories and documentaries
I am the History Channel, CNN, ESPN, BRAVO, and Home Team Sports.
I am a passion for educating and facilitating, personal development and making connections.



 What connections did people made with each 
other from this activity?

 What were some commonalities across 
poems? 

 Did any of these surprise you? 

 How can you adapt this activity for your 
classroom?

From: http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/activities/poetry.html

Thank you for learning with me today!

http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/activities/poetry.html

