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Automaticity: Repeated Reading 

 (30-45 minutes) 

 

Grade Level: Second/Third Grade 

 

Lesson Format: One-on-one instruction (this lesson could be taught in a small guided reading group)  

 

Lesson Objectives:  

Students will read a grade-level appropriate text accurately. 

Students will read a grade-level appropriate text at an appropriate pace. 

 

Standards:  

ELA2R2: The student demonstrates the ability to read orally with speed, accuracy, and expression. 

The student 

a. Applies letter-sound knowledge to decode quickly and accurately.  

b. Automatically recognizes additional high frequency and familiar words within texts.  

 

Materials:  

o 2 copies of Reading Attitude Survey 

o 2 copies of The Zacharys’ Plans-Level N 

o 2 copies of Our Old Friend, Bear-Level O 

o 3 copies of A Good Friend  

o 2+ Oral Reading Record Forms 

o 2+ Running Record Worksheets 

o Stopwatch 

o 2 copies of the following poems by Kenn Nesbitt retrieved from www.poetry4kids.com  

o  “I Do Not Want to go to Bed” 

o “My Pig Won't Let Me Watch TV”  

o “Bubble Wrap, Bubble Wrap” 

o “My Excellent Education” 

http://www.poetry4kids.com/
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Resources: MLPP Oral Reading Assessment  

 

Rationale/ Background: Students need to be able to use letter-sound and high frequency word 

knowledge to quickly and accurately read a grade level text.  Students who do this often do better on 

assessments, have a more positive reading attitude, and read more for pleasure.  Fluent reading helps the 

student so that they will be able to use most of their cognitive resources comprehending the text.  In order 

to establish appropriate fluency instruction for each child, an oral reading assessment should be 

performed to understand what each child knows when reading aloud.   

 

Lesson Opening: Tell the student that you will be teaching them about a strategy that good readers use 

today.  Say, “Before we get started, I want to learn more about what you know about reading.  I would 

like you to tell me more about how you feel about reading by completing this survey.  (Read each 

question to the child aloud and explain further, if necessary.)   

 

After child completes the survey, discuss one or two of his answers to better connect with the student.  

Choose positive areas in which you can connect to or ask more about to make the child more comfortable. 

 

Tell student, “My, you seem like you are a great reader!  Do you know one thing that good readers do, 

they read with appropriate fluency.  A fluent reader reads at a good rate: not too fast and not too slow, 

reads most words correctly, and reads with expression.  It is so important to practice fluency because the 

quicker and more accurate you read, the more brain energy you can give to remembering and enjoying 

your story.  I love to read because books are funny, connect with my life, and help me learn many things.  

Do you want to learn how to remember and enjoy a story better?” (Hopefully they will say “YES!”)   

 

Continue, “You hear fluent reading when people read aloud because their voice sounds like they talk and 

they make reading sound interesting.  Today I want to show you how to read using a natural voice.  This 

means, read at the same rate that you talk.  This is one way that you can become more fluent of a reader.”   

 

Before Reading:  Show the student two on-level books that may be of interest to him.    Tell the student 

that he may choose one of the two books that he will read today.  Give him a few minutes to view the 

cover, take a picture walk, and read the back of each book. (If the child does not know how to choose a 

book, tell him that a good way to choose a book is to read the title and look at the front cover.  Assist by 

asking questions, if necessary.) 
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Ask the student what he predicts the story to be about.  Listen to his responses.  Tell the student that you 

will listen to his reading today.  You want him to read using a natural voice.  Tell him, “While you are 

reading I am going to be writing down all the things that you are doing well.  I will be writing very fast so 

I can be as accurate as possible.” 

 

When he is ready, begin the timer and complete a formal running record on the Running Record 

Worksheet.  Have the child read the first page of the grade-level appropriate text with is 250 words.  The 

teacher will conduct a formal running record of the child’s reading on the first page of the story.   

 

After the child has completed reading, ask him to retell what he read.  The teacher will then use the Oral 

Running Record Rubric to record the results of the running record.   

 

During Reading:  Tell the student all the wonderful things that he did while he was reading.  Tell him 

that today you want to show him how to get even better at reading naturally.  Tell the student, “Today I 

am going to read you a short passage called A Good Friend.  I want you to listen to the rate at which I 

read.  Notice how I read not too quick and not too slow.  While I am reading I am not only reading all the 

words correctly, I also am pausing at commas and periods, raising my voice when it is a questions, and 

sounding excited when I see an exclamation mark.  After I read the passage to you, you will get a chance 

to read it too.”  The teacher will read the passage. 

 

After the teacher reads, tell the student what he should have noticed about the teacher’s reading. Make 

sure to answer the following questions: 

 How do you know I read naturally? 

 What did I do to make my voice exciting? 

 

Then, ask “What do you want to make sure to do with your voice when it is your turn to read?” 

Tell the student that you would like them to practice reading with you.  They will echo you after you read.  

The teacher will reread the passage sentence by sentence and the student will echo the teacher.  (Repeat 

this step until the child’s oral reading sounds natural) 

 

Next, praise the child for their good reading skills.  Tell the child that now they will read the passage 

together.  The student and teacher will read the passage chorally. 
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After Reading:  Tell the child that they are ready to transfer their natural reading to read a funny poem.  

Place several funny poems in front of the child so they can transfer their learning about natural reading to 

a new text.  Tell the child that poems are a great way to practice reading quickly and accurately because 

they usually have short lines.  It is easy to read shorter lines because your eyes can quickly see which 

word comes next.  Have the child select a poem that they think is funny and would like to practice.  (If 

needed, tell them that they can pick a poem that sounds funny to them or that they are interested in.) 

 

Tell him that he will perform the poem in front of his family at the end of the lesson because you want his 

family to see how fluent of a reader he is becoming.  Have the child read the poem aloud.  (If the child 

was not able to appropriately transfer their learning to the poem, ask the child, “Would you like to echo 

read or choral read to get you ready to perform?”  The child chose one or both ways to practice.  If he 

doesn’t know which strategy to pick, tell him to pick the way he learned the most.) 

 

After the child has read the poem independently, ask the child to retell the text.  You can prompt by 

saying, “What happened in the poem?  How do you know?”   

 

PRAISE THE CHILD!  Tell them what you notice them doing well.  Begin by saying, “You did 

________!  That is exactly what good readers do!  I am so proud of all your hard work today.” 

 

At the end of the lesson, invite the family into the study to listen to their child perform.   

 

Lesson Conclusion: Tell the student, “Today and everyday when you are reading, I want you to read 

with a natural voice.  This means reading at a similar rate that you speak.  When you read naturally, your 

brain can focus on reading for meaning, like making connections, predicting, inferring, and enjoying your 

story.  Today we practiced this by reading a passage at your reading level and then transferring your 

learning to a funny poem. 

 

One way to practice reading naturally is to listen to experts read, echo them while reading, read together, 

and then read on your own.”  Ask the child if they have any expert readers in their house.  (If they do not 

think of it, tell them that their parents, grandparents, neighbors, older siblings, babysitters, etc are all 

expert readers and can help them get better.)  Tell him that you would like them to listen to expert readers 

each day.  After listening to the expert read, you would like them to practice naturally reading aloud by 
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echoing and reading with one big voice with the expert.  They can also show off their skills and show the 

expert how great they are at natural reading by performing their reading independently at the end.   

 

Remind the child that reading aloud naturally will help them read “in their head” naturally.  The only way 

to get more natural at reading is by practicing. 

 

Adaptations and Extensions:  

 If the child’s formal assessment shows that the current text is too easy or too difficult, reassess 

with the appropriate level book. 

 Adjust passage difficulty if necessary (A Good Friend is a beginning third grade text) 

 Repeat any portions of “After Reading” as necessary until the child is able to read with a natural 

voice 

 

 

Assessment of Objective:  

 

Objective: Student will read a grade-level appropriate text accurately. 

 

I will formally assess this objective with an Oral Reading Record.   

 

Objective: Students will read a grade-level appropriate text at an appropriate pace. 

 

I will know that they have met the objective if their reading aloud “voice” sounds like their speaking 

voice. 

 

I will know that they have met the objective if they can read the passage and poem accurately and 

naturally. 
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